Pennsylvania State Board Respect Life Report – May, 22nd, 2010
Fr. Tom, President Donnelly, Members of the State Board, and Brother Hibernians:

1. On the day before Palm Sunday, March, 27th, 2010, Allegheny County Hibernians participated in a Pro-Life Mass celebrated by Bishop Zubik, students from Franciscan University in Steubenville, OH, and local universities and colleges.
a. After Mass, we went to Highland Avenue in Pittsburgh’s East Liberty neighborhood to pray in small groups near the entrance to two abortion clinics.

2. Shortly after the February AOH State Board Meeting, Hibernian Charities made arrangements to collect funds for the PA State Board’s Pro-Life Project, which aims to fund the purchase and staffing of sonogram equipment for the state’s crisis pregnancy centers.

3. On Wednesday, May, 12th, 2010, I met with Lauren Zagorac, director of the Community Pregnancy and Crisis Center in Homestead, PA.  She told me the story of a young couple who were looking for a pregnancy test on Tuesday, May 4th, 2010.  Their pregnancy test was positive, and Lauren convinced them to come back to the center on Thursday, since the mobile sonogram bus would be there, and a sonogram would be the best way to determine the health and age of the unborn child.  They volunteered the comment that, “If we hear a heartbeat, we will keep the baby.”  They did come back two days later, heard a heartbeat, and kept the baby.  This underscores the importance for sonogram equipment and Lauren is certain this couple would have aborted, if they did not have access to a sonogram.  Lauren also commented that the baby would most likely have been aborted, if the couple had to wait over the weekend, as most abortions occur in Pittsburgh on Saturday morning.  This baby’s life was saved only miles from where we are seated, earlier this month.  Lauren also pledged to help the Hibernians with fundraising efforts in the future.

In Friendship, Unity, and True Christian Charity,
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Larry Squires

Ancient Order of Hibernians

Pennsylvania State Board Respect Life Chairman







